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THIS WEEK IN NUMBERS

3,890
wild tigers have been recorded globally the first rise 

in decades

2000
companies globally will be benchmarked for free 

by the World Benchmarking alliance

100
world-leading coalitions have been connected 

by the World Economic Forum to turn 
climate change commitments and sustainable 

development into action

39
European banks have backed a plan to test a 

green mortgage which ensures borrowers adhere 
to energy efficiency standards

25
new businesses are being promoted by Oxford 

University as it launches a program to support social 
enterprises, putting people before profit

12
billion US$ has been written off  by Steinhoff  

International, the South African retail conglomerate, 
following accounting irregularities

1
percent green investment target – clean 

technologies and renewables – of  assets has 
been met by Zurich Insurance

0.00001
percent is the Marshall Islands contribution to 
global total emissions, which has set a net zero 

strategy by 2050

A coalition of  organizations, from governments 
to businesses, is aiming to meet the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 12.3. The target aims to 
‘by 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the 
retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses 
along production and supply chains, including post-
harvest losses’.

The coalition is called Champions 12.3 and believes 
that nearly two-thirds of  the world’s 50 largest food 
companies and governments representing more than 
30% of  the global population are setting targets to 
reduce food waste.

It has recently published a report on its progress 
and states that ‘A first step to reducing food loss 
and waste is for governments and companies to set 
specific reduction targets aligned with SDG Target 
12.3.’ It finds evidence that more companies are 
doing this as are companies in other parts of  the 
food chain such as hotels and restaurants.

Even better news is that corporates are ‘not just 
measuring but also publicly reporting their food 
loss and waste inventories, thereby pioneering best 
practices for the private sector’. 

GREEN FINANCE FRAMEWORK
Hong Kong launches plan

FOOD WASTE
Companies gather momentum

The Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) in 
Hong Kong has published a ‘Strategic Framework 
for Green Finance’. The SFC, which has been 
monitoring green finance since 2016, notes that in 
addition to green bonds there have been two notable 
developments: listed companies’ ESG disclosures 
and asset managers integrating ESG into their 
investment processes.

Hong Kong wishes to ensure it is aligned with 
Mainland China’s green initiatives and has proposed 
five actions points: enhance listed companies’ 
disclosures, survey asset managers on sustainable 
investment practices, enable the development 
of  green-related investments, support investor 
awareness, and promote Hong Kong as an 
international green finance center. 

INFOGRAPHIC OF THE WEEK

Source: The Economist

TERM OF THE WEEK

Green carpet  Events run by the fashion 
industry to promote environmental sustainability 
in the global fashion industry. 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-education-ethics/oxford-university-offers-boost-for-businesses-that-put-people-before-profit-idUSKCN1M42QM
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https://www.sfc.hk/web/EN/files/ER/PDF/SFCs Strategic Framework for Green Finance - Final Report (21 Sept 2018....pdf
https://www.responsible-investor.com/home/article/hong_kong_government_launches_green/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/09/24/in-europe-life-expectancy-is-lower-in-the-east
https://www.reuters.com/article/fashion-milan-green-carpet/celebrities-gather-on-milans-green-carpet-to-promote-sustainability-idUSL8N1W75OF
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FAMILY OFFICES
Impact investing

Are we on the brink of  an electric powered aircraft 
revolution? The largest aerospace companies – 
and their smaller competitors – are racing to bring 
electrically-powered aircrafts to the market. Of  
the 100 electric aviation projects announced over 
the last nine years, only 30% have come from 
established players (i.e. Rolls Royce, Airbus). The 
rest are start-ups or new entrants to the aerospace 
industry. Some are doubtful, noting that there are 
limitations and thus these aircrafts will likely be 
hyrids for the foreseeable future. 

ELECTRIC REVOLUTION
A look at the aviation industry

Campden Research has published its annual survey 
of  global family offices, carried out by UBS. One 
finding points to an increased interest in impact 
investing across family offices. “Impact investing 
is becoming a heated trend in the family office 
community, with about a third of  family offices 
now engaged in it,” Rebecca Gooch, director of  
research at Campden Research, notes.

Some note that impact investing can be an effective 
way to bring generations of  a family together. The 
younger generation tends to be more socially minded, 
and impact investing can be a way of  drawing them 
in. “There is a huge divide between the generations 
and it is very difficult to bridge that divide,” says 
Richard Clarke-Jervoise, head of  the private capital 
investment team at multi-family office Stonehage 
Fleming. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT
Cancer Research UK, the cancer charity, 
forecasts that in 25 years excess weight will 
cause more cancers than smoking among UK 
females.  READ MORE

After the crash: Authority and trust – The 
Compass  BBC

LISTENING LIST

We are making headway on global poverty. 
What’s about to change?  
New York Times opinion

Cape Town’s drought leaves behind a deeper thirst  
Financial Times

Corporate Capture in Europe  
Alter EU

READING LIST

DID YOU SEE?
Volkswagen’s Porsche will stop selling diesel cars, 
instead focusing on hybrid and battery powered 
vehicles. Porsche’s CEO stated that ‘We are a sports 
car manufacturer, however, for whom diesel has 
always played a secondary role, have come to the 
conclusion that we would like our future to be diesel-
free’. 

WE'RE WATCHING

Will the only nuclear plant under construction in 
the US be completed? Southern Company is the 
lead on the US$28 billion nuclear power plant at 
Vogtle in Georgia. Recently, cost estimates have 
risen by a further US$2.3 billion and some of  the 
investors are debating whether to continue. 

STILL NO AGREEMENT

German car manufacturers and the German 
government failed to reach an agreement on the 
retrofitting of  hardware on older diesel vehicles. 
The talks, scheduled to be completed by the end of  
this month, were aiming to stave off  the banning 
of  older diesel models. The auto companies want 
hardware adjustments while the Government wants 
retrofits costs about 3,000 Euros.

WARNING SHOT

A group of  NGOs, under the banner of  ‘Insure 
our Future’  is encouraging the insurance industry 
to stop insuring coal and tar sands projects and 
companies. The NGOs, which  include Greenpeace, 
the Rainforest Action Network and the Sierra Club, 
sent letters to 22 major US insurance companies. 

TO THE RESCUE

Could blockchain help provide information for 
conservation projects? With the increasing use 
of  technologies being used by NGOs – from cell 
phone photos to satellite imagery – blockchain 
could provide the network that draws it all together 
allowing charities to verify outcomes? It may 
encourage more to donate.
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